
Why Oppose ‘Unconventional Gas’? 

Fire and Explosion.  

Gas fields leak. Mixed with air gas is 
a serious fire and explosion risk.  

Water Contamination 
The fracking industry frequently claims that 
there are “no proven incidences of water 
contamination that have occurred due to 
hydraulic fracturing” 

This statement relies on a narrow definition of 
“hydraulic fracturing” that excludes  incidents 
from drilling damage, failed well casings, spills, 
tanker accidents.... Between 2009 and 2010, of 
4,000 Pennsylvania shale wells, there were 630 
reported environmental health and safety 
violations of which half were associated with 
leaks and spills of the flow-back fluids." (About 
8% of the wells).  

Flow back water from Cuadrilla’s Preece Hall 
fracking well in Lancashire: 
 Lead approx 1438 times normal tap water 
content. 
 Cadmium approx 150 times normal tap water 
content. 
 Magnesium approx 43 times normal. 
 Chromium (μg/l). 636 times normal. 
 Aluminium approx 197 times normal. 
Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material – 90 
times maximum permissable limit 

Air Contamination 
“Environmental exposures include 
outdoor air pollutants i.e. volatile 
organic compounds, tropospheric 
ozone, and diesel particulate matter... 
Known occupational hazards include 
airborne silica exposure at the well 
pad.” The Lancet 1st March 2014 

Spin – the ‘Public Health England’ 
Report on Fracking 

British Medical Journal Editorial on ‘Public 
Health England’ Report 
 
“...the report incorrectly assumes that many of the reported 
problems experienced in the US are the result of a poor 
regulatory environment. This position ignores many of the 
inherent risks of the industry that no amount of regulation 
can sufficiently remedy, such as well casing cement failures 
and accidental spillage of waste water. There is no reason to 
believe that these problems would be any different in the 
UK and the report provides little evidence to the 
contrary....” 

Industrialisation of landscape 
• Well pads, access roads, pipelines 
and compressor stations fragment 
and change huge areas and are not 
easily compatible with other land 
uses – agricultural, leisure, nature 
reserves, residential.  
•There is a lot of traffic, noise, activity 
and light 24/7/52with exhaust fumes 
from pumps, flaring etc 
•Reductions in the quality of life get 
reflected in falling house prices. As an 
area becomes less desirable people 
are prepared to pay less to live there. 
Insurance premiums are likely to rise. 

This list of hazards is 
from the European  
Union Website – the 
British Government 
opposed  tighter 
regulations  of 
fracking from Europe 
– including proposals 
for Environmental 
Impact Assessments 
that they said would 
be too expensive to 
implement – even 
though this was 
recommended by a 
Royal Society/Royal 
Academy of 
Engineering report 
on fracking 
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Leaked 
methane is 
also a 
powerful 
greenhouse 
gas 


