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We are concerned about the understanding of the economy implicit in the draft Plan.  We instance 
the following:

"In this new Strategy we believe that a clean, healthy and well protected environment lies at the 
heart of economic recovery. Our over-riding priority for the next three years is to keep the 
environment centre-stage and support sustainable economic recovery."

and
"Economic Recovery:

   "Ensuring that the importance of a good quality environment to the health and well-being 
of the nation and to economic recovery is recognised.

   "Building a resource-efficient low-carbon economy and society by protecting Ireland’s 
green image while also supporting key sectors such as agriculture, food and tourism."

The EPA, as the plan correctly says, aims at

"Putting the environment at the centre of our decision making by ensuring that the value of 
science and environmental research to support evidence based policy and decision making is 
recognised."

It is unfortunate therefore that the Agency's own draft Strategic Plan can repeatedly refer to 
"economic recovery".  The overwhelming evidence is that the current economic system is 
undermining the resource base on which it depends.  We are concerned that references to "recovery" 
carry within them an entirely contrary implication, i.e. that the boom economy recently experienced  
in Ireland was in some way healthy.  The Strategic Plan appears not to have integrated some key 
axioms of sustainable and ecological economics.  At a very minimum, the EPA should fully 
participate in the scientific and public debate on these matters.  Instead, the draft Strategy for the 
Agency appears to be to simply seek to attach environmental protection to the ongoing operation of 
an environmentally damaging economic model. There is now a wealth of information on sustainable 
economics, far to great for us to reference in a brief submission.  If the Agency is interested in 
further engaging and supporting the scientific and public debate on sustainable and ecological 
economics we would be happy to engage with it.

We recommend redrafting the text to something like:

"In this new Strategy we believe that a clean, healthy and well protected environment lies at the 
heart of economic prosperity. Our over-riding priority for the next three years is to support a 
transition to an environmentally sustainable economic model."

and



"Economic Prosperity:

   "Ensuring that the importance of a good quality environment to the health and well-being of the 
nation and to prosperity is recognised.

   "Building a resource-efficient low-carbon economy and society including by ensuring the 
reality behind Ireland’s green image which is vital to key sectors such as agriculture, food and 
tourism."

In relation to the Strategic Outcome, we think the current formulation ("A clean, productive and 
well protected environment supporting a sustainable society and economy") together with the 
following environmental goals, are too vague.  We suggest that somewhere in this line of reasoning 
reference be made to quantifiable parameters such as the Planetary Boundaries: 
http://www.stockholmresilience.org/planetary-boundaries .

Lastly, in relation to evidence-based decision-making and environmental monitoring data, the 
Agency seems not to use data collected outside its own systems and the associated local authority 
systems for comparison, verification, and where appropriate data collection design and calibration. 

We are aware from our own EPA-funded research on environmental assessment that the large 
volumes of data collected through EISes in particular appears not to be subsequently used by many 
State agencies.  In some instances that data differs from that collected by the Agency and local 
authorities.

Our analysis of air quality data contained in EISes revealed that the siting of official air quality data  
collection points does not capture worst-case residential exposures. 

Therefore we urge the Agency to use the data contained in EISes and any other research reports to 
assist it in its own environmental monitoring and analysis.

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/planetary-boundaries

