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Dear Kevin,
We welcome the opportunity to respond to the consultation call.
Much of the discussion in relation to the “Green Economy”, including the communication
from the European Commission quoted on page 4 of your consultation document, refers to
a green economy generating economic growth (presumably in developed as well as
developing countries).
Increasingly the evidence is that there is no prospect for green growth in developed
countries. We attach a copy of Low Carbon and Economic Growth – Key Challenges
commissioned by the UK Department for International Development from the Institute for
Integrated Economic Research (2011) which reaches this conclusion and indeed questions
the feasibility of green growth as a development model in general given the constraints
which the climate crisis places on fossil fuel use.
Therefore we would caution against adopting any position in relation to Rio +20 which
would propose that the international community attempt to achieve what appears to be
impossible.
It is increasingly evident that we are meeting the limits to growth predicted almost 40 years
ago. In particular the peaking of oil supply is profoundly disrupting to the global economy
and financial system.

This has major consequences for human welfare across the planet. While it is not possible
to disregard or bypass the limits to growth, it is possible to alleviate and adapt to the
consequences of the resulting economic disruption. In particular we need to work to
identify critical infrastructure and take the necessary steps to ensure it continues to
operate. We attach a copy of David Korowicz's paper Tipping Point (2010).
Ireland should work to achieve a recognition at Rio +20 of the existence of the limits to
growth and the initiation of a process to develop appropriate responses.
In addition to building resilience to the various forms of economic disruption we are
experiencing, we need to reshape our money systems to operate successfully in an
economy which isn't growing or is contracting. It has long been evident that our debtbased money system can only function in a growing economy.
For a discussion of the necessary fundamental reforms to our money system, we attach a
copy of Richard Douthwaite's book The Ecology of Money (2006). The global community
will need to discuss the creation of money systems compatible with a sustainable economy
and capable of operating as humanity meets the limits to growth.
In conclusion, we hope that this consultation call will be part of an ongoing dialogue in
relation to putting sustainability at the core of Ireland's activities both nationally and
internationally. We are eager to continue discussion on both the theoretical and practical
aspects of the “great transition” to sustainability, including the issues raised above.
Regards,
Morag Friel
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